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Fraser Watershed Technical 
CONFERENCE CALLS

Fraser Panel Liaison Mike Staley will share up-to-
date technical information from the Fraser Panel via 
teleconference on Thursday afternoons at 4:00pm.

In order to participate you will need the 
following numbers:

Toll Free: 1-877-385-4099
Vancouver Local: 604-899-2339

Participant Access Code: 3196930#

FRASER SALMON UPDATE - By Pete Nicklin, Fraser Fisheries Biologist FRAFS

Figure 1:  This graph shows the Fraser River temperatures at Qualark Creek (Lower 
Fraser).  The line with the diamonds shows the 2008 temperatures.  The unfi lled diamond 
portion of the line shows the forecast temperatures.  The current temperature is about 18 
degrees.  This temperature is right around the threshold for a point at which migration 
becomes more stressful for migrating sockeye.  

Figure 2:  This graph shows the Fraser River discharge at Hope.  The line with the 
solid red diamonds is the 2008 discharge, and the forecast discharge shows as unfi lled 
diamonds.  Fraser River discharge at Hope is slightly below the historical mean, and 
satisfactory for sockeye migration.  Current discharge is approximately 3500 cms, an 
increase over the past 2 days due to rain in the mid and Upper Fraser.

General
The information in the Watershed Talk summarizes the information 
from the Thursday in-season teleconference calls and other sources of 
information relevant to Fraser salmon management.

Water Conditions
Water conditions in the Fraser are satisfactory for sockeye migration 
from a discharge point of view.  Fraser River temperature at Qualark is 
currently above the mean, at approximately 18 degrees Celsius, which 
is normally considered the point around which temperatures become 
stressful for migrating sockeye.  The Fraser River discharge at Hope 
is currently only slightly below the mean after an increase due to rain 
in the middle and Upper Fraser.  The increased discharge should help 
offset water temperature increases due to warm weather occurring 
throughout the Fraser watershed.

Fraser Sockeye
Fraser sockeye are now approaching and migrating towards spawning 
grounds throughout the Fraser.  Spawning ground assessments are 
underway, and the latest information can be found on the DFO website 
at the following link: http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fraserriver/
Escapement/Sockeyeupdate.htm .
 Current spawning ground counts for the Early Stuarts (Forfar 
and Gluske Creeks) is approximately 4,100 fi sh, which is nearly triple 
the brood year count for these streams.

The August 15th in-season run sizes are as follows:
• Early Stuarts:  40,000  • Birkenhead:  50,000
• Early Summers:  450,000 • Lates:  200,000
• Summers:  925,000
Early Summers continue to show in low proportions in marine area 
test fi sheries, and this protracted migration period has resulted in an 
increase of in-season run size estimate from 440,000 to 450,000 on 
August 15th.
 The Fraser River Panel decreased the run size estimate for 
the Summers from 1,000,000 to 925,000, increased the estimate for 
Birkenhead from 30,000 to 50,000, and decreased the estimate of True 
Late run sockeye to 200,000 from 232,000 on August 15th.
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Fraser Sockeye Test Fishery Summary 
(Figure 3:  Pacifi c Salmon Commission August 15th test fi sheries summary)

Fraser Sockeye Area 20 passage Graphs for August 15th, 2008
(Figure 4: graphs show current information for the 2008 Early Stuart, Early Summer, Summer, Harrison and Late run Fraser sockeye migration)
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General Information

With Chinook and sockeye approaching and in the Fraser, 
these links may be of interest to many.
Albion Test Fishery – Chinook Gill Net: 
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fraserriver/commercial/
commercialalbionchnk_e.htm
Pacifi c Salmon Commission Website:  www.psc.org
LGL Fishwheel Catch Updates: 
http://www.psc.org/info_lglfi shwheelcatch.htm 
Escapement Updates:  2008 In-season sockeye: 
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fraserriver/escapeupdate.
htm 
Upper/Mid/Lower Fraser Catch and Openings: 
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fraserriver/fi rstnations.htm
Pacifi c Salmon Commission Test Fisheries: 
http://www.psc.org/info_testfi shing_summaries.htm
Pacifi c Salmon Commission News and Regulatory 
announcements:  
http://www.psc.org/news_frpnews.htm 
Fraser River Mission Escapement Reports: 
http://www.psc.org/info_inseasonfraserescapement.htm
Fraser River Environmental Watch Program: 
http://www-sci.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fwh/index_e.htm

For more information contact:
 Pete Nicklin @ (250) 392-5888

 or by email: indiseaent@shaw.ca.

While the Watershed Talk is a useful source of 
technical fisheries information, we also welcome 

articles and updates on community fisheries 
projects and events. Submission guidelines are 

available at www.frafs.ca under Watershed Talk. 
Please share your success stories with us!

The Watershed Talk is also
available for download at 

www.frafs.ca
Next issue: August 22, 2008

Photo of the week:
Siska Fish Wheel

Photo by Jess Urquhart, Nicola Tribal Association


