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CHANGE OF PACE 
 

By Pete Nicklin, Asst Stock Management Coordinator, 
FRAFS 

 
I’ve received some excellent feedback from around the 
watershed about suggestions for articles in the 
Watershed Talk over the past couple of months.  
Understandably, people would like to see some more 
variety, including news about other First Nations 
Fisheries activities, general information articles, and 
technical fisheries information.   
 
For this and the next edition of the newsletter I have 
asked for article submissions from Brian Toth and Dr. 
David Levy, and both were happy to contribute.  Brian is 
the fisheries biologist working with the Lheidli T’enneh 
Band and the Carrier Sekani Tribal Council in Prince 
George, and Dr. Levy is a well known fisheries biologist 
and an advisor to the Northern St’at’imc Fisheries, who 
recently received a lot of press for his report on sockeye 
salmon commissioned by the Sierra Club. 
 
Thanks to all of you for the ideas! 
 
 
 

LHEIDLI T’ENNEH FISHERIES PROGRAM 2006 
 

By Brian Toth and Pete Nicklin 
 

The Lheidli T’enneh Fisheries Program is staffed by Carl 
Frederick (Program Manager in training), Chucker 
Gagnon (Fisheries Program Technician), Brian Toth, 
and Neil Todd (Fisheries Treaty Advisor).  Seasonal 
workers are hired on an as-needed basis during the 
field season to help out with the larger projects. 
 
The Aboriginal Fisheries Strategy (AFS) program is the 
primary funding source for the Lheidli T’enneh (LT) 
Fisheries Program, although extensive work has been 
completed through other funding sources, including 
Treaty Related Measures.  In 2006, the LT Fisheries 
activities for the AFS portion of the program will focus 
on Community Communications, Management of the 
Aboriginal Fishery, and several projects in the fisheries 
science realm. 
 
Community Communications 
 
One of the most important functions of the LT Fisheries 
Program is to inform the LT community about what is 

happening in the fisheries world, including the exchange 
of information that provides management guidance to 
the community and the Fisheries Program.  A 
Community Fisheries Committee was formed last year 
in order to facilitate the process, and the committee 
meets with LT Fisheries staff throughout the year, and 
at least monthly during the fishing season. 
 
Fisheries Management 
 
LT Fisheries dedicates a significant portion of AFS 
funding, and labour, to their catch monitoring program.  
The Program combines extensive on-the-ground 
monitoring with mandatory catch reporting for all LT 
fishers.  This information is provided to the community 
and DFO on a weekly basis, and gives an opportunity 
for LT fisheries technicians to obtain biological samples 
from the catch for stock identification and general 
database information. 
 
Science 
 
Chinook salmon is the focus of this year’s science 
program under the AFS banner.  Four chinook science 
projects will be completed this year, with three of the 
projects field-work based, and the final project an office-
based study. 
 
At least 2 (and potentially more) juvenile life history 
strategies exist for the more than 30 stocks of chinook in 
the Upper Fraser.  The life histories differ in that some 
of the juveniles choose to rear in their natal streams for 
a full year, while the other known strategy has the 
juveniles emigrating out of their natal streams in late 
summer and fall, and rearing in the mainstem Fraser 
River prior to smolting.  LT Fisheries is initiating a study 
focused on identifying the degree to which the various 
strategies contribute subsequent adult production by 
collecting water and juvenile chinook samples from 
various streams in the upper Fraser area.  Eventually, 
LT Fisheries intends to utilize micro-chemistry analysis 
on scales or boney structures to determine the rearing 
patterns of juveniles and then observe the survival or 
contribution of the rearing strategies to adult returns. 
 
Information on run-timing, DNA, age structure and 
general morphology trends is not developed or 
described.  In response to this, and in a continuation of 
work initiated in 2004 and 2005, LT Fisheries will be 
conducting standardized large-mesh gillnet deployment 
at specific sites from mid-June until the food fishery 
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commences (end of July or so).  Chinook caught during 
this study, and throughout the food fishery will be  
sampled for DNA, scales, and morphological information 
such as length/weight/sex.   
 
LT Fisheries will be conducting stream walks on specific 
smaller tributaries during the course of the adult chinook 
return in the Robson Valley.  A number of these streams 
make a significant contribution to chinook production, 
and by completing ground enumerations LT Fisheries is 
able to sample carcasses for biological information.  
Although DFO has a chinook aerial enumeration 
program in the area, these streams cannot be 
enumerated using this method.  LT will use the ground 
enumeration to develop an area-under-the-curve 
estimate of escapement. 
 
The final project in the AFS agreement is a cooperative 
venture with DFO StAD and CEDP staff looking at the 
development of an intensive chinook indicator stock for 
the upper Fraser. The planned program will encompass 
a facility that can also serve the need for community 
fisheries stewardship in the area. A hatchery (Penny) 
and enumeration fence (Dome Creek) have been in 
place for several years, capturing brood stock and 
applying Coded Wire Tags to juveniles in order to gain 
an understanding of the sources of exploitation on this 
stock.  LT Fisheries, DFO and eventually other 
stakeholders will be involved in initiating options for the 
improvements to this existing program. 
 
 
 
Editors Note:  Brian was recently published in the online 
newspaper The Tyee.  Follow this link to view the 
article:  http://thetyee.ca/Views/2006/05/31/BCSalmon  
 
 
 
WORKSHOPS: FRASER SOCKEYE SALMON STOCK 
ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK and CONSERVATION 

AND MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
 
June 5th: 10:00 am to 3 pm:  51st Hall,  
 6615 Salish Drive, Musqueam, BC 
 
June 7th: 10:00 am to 3 pm:  Chief Louis Centre 
 Assembly Hall, Kamloops Indian Res. Kaml. BC 
 
For more information contact Pete Nicklin @ (250) 392-
5888 or by email indiseaent@shaw.ca.  

 

Tier One  
Meeting 

 
(First Nation to First Nation)

 
A Tier One Meeting will be 

hosted by the Fraser 
River Aboriginal Fisheries 

Secretariat on  
JUNE 20, 2006 

 
Location to be announced 

with agenda in the very near 
future! 

 
For info, contact the FRAFS 
Executive Director, Marcel 

Shephert at  
250-964-0337 or  

Mars_Shepert@shaw.ca 
 


