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FRASER SALMON SEASON - 
OUTLOOK FOR 2004  

(DFO Press Release, Jan. 23, 2004) 
Relatively modest returns of Fraser River 
sockeye are anticipated for this year’s 
salmon fishing season because the 2004 
cycle year is one of two “off-cycle” (low 
cycle) return years.  While early river entry 
of the Late run sockeye timing group is a 
continuing phenomenon, the very high 
mortality rates observed in the late 1990s 
appears to have moderated somewhat in 
the past two years.  However, elevated 
mortality rates on the Fraser River remain 
a concern in 2004, and therefore a 
precautionary approach will still be 
necessary in the conduct of fisheries. 

All timing groups of Fraser River sockeye 
salmon, with the exception of the Late 
Summer group, are expected to return at 
levels above average for this cycle.  The 
current forecast anticipates directed 
fisheries by First Nations, although 
closures may be required in the lower 
Fraser River after mid-August to protect 
returning Cultus Lake sockeye. Similarly, 
in-river recreational fisheries are 
anticipated for August and may include 
some localized closures to protect 
returning Cultus Lake stocks. Commercial 
fisheries will be modest to protect lower 
than average returns of Late run sockeye.  
As well, harvest rates will be kept at low 
levels to address the continuing concern 
of en-route and pre-spawn mortality 
associated with early entry of Late run 
sockeye into the Fraser River.  Some 
limited opportunity will be available for the 
commercial fleet to harvest Fraser River 
sockeye in terminal areas where 
abundances permit.  In the lower Fraser 
River, sockeye fisheries are anticipated to 
start in late July or early August.  

Actions to protect Interior Fraser River 
coho will continue to be a feature of 
fishing plans for 2004. While brood year 
returns were very good, returns in 2003 
were lower than expected. Continued 
caution for 2004 will be required as the 
poorer than expected returns in 2003 may 
be linked to causes that could persist in 
2004.  Coho returns to the lower Fraser 
River are anticipated to be below 
average.   Accordingly, in the lower Fraser 
River, directed recreational fisheries for 
hatchery marked coho will be permitted in 

most areas.  Retention of unmarked coho 
will be limited to terminal areas where 
returns exceed spawning requirements.  

This is an off-year for Fraser River pink 
salmon and no directed fisheries for are 
planned.  

Chum returns are expected to be average 
to above average and fishing 
opportunities for First Nations and the 
other fishing sectors are expected.  Some 
limited opportunity will be available for the 
commercial fleet to harvest Fraser River 
chum if abundances permit.   

Most returns of Fraser River chinook 
salmon have experienced significant 
increases in stock strength. Exceptions to 
this include the early-timed stocks 
returning to the lower Fraser River 
(Birkenhead) and to the middle and upper 
Fraser River (Upper Chilcotin). Other 
chinook stocks are increasing in varying 
levels.   

Accordingly, conservation measures will 
be in place to protect stocks of concern; 
First Nations fisheries and recreational 
fisheries will be directed toward more 
abundant stocks. As well, small 
commercial fisheries may be considered 
on a limited, experimental basis if in-
season abundance estimates are 
consistent with recent years.  In the lower 
Fraser River, chinook fisheries are 
anticipated to start May 1. 

 
REQUEST FOR PHOTOS 

 
Needed are your fisheries photos. The 
FRAFS website is getting a face-lift!  By 
approximately mid March, the revamped 
site will be far more user friendly, easier to 
update than the old site, etc. etc.   
 
Photos could include projects worked on 
such as habitat rehabilitation, fish fences, 
aquatic research, commercial fisheries, 
and community projects.  In addition, it 
would be great to have family fishing 
photos (preferably using traditional fishing 
methods), wildlife shots, field crews doing 
stuff, and the list goes on.  We need a lot 
of photos, so don’t be shy (although I am 
not suggesting everything will be used). 
 

Please send you photos in jpeg format to 
Denise Gurney at the following E-mail 
address info@frafs.ca.  Also include a 
brief description of who was there, when 
and where the picture was taken, and 
what it is of. 
 
If you have further questions, please 
contact Denise Gurney at the SFC office 
in Kamloops.  Phone Number (250) 828-
2178 or feel free to E-mail Denise at the 
aforementioned address. 

 
REQUEST FOR ARTICLE 

SUBMISSIONS 
 

Producing the Watershed Talk was a task 
I happily took on last summer at the 
request of the IEC.  I believed that there 
was so much interesting stuff going on the 
watershed regarding fisheries, that I would 
be forced to restrict the flow of articles.  I 
was wrong!  In all fairness, I have 
received a number of good technical 
articles, and from time to time, some 
political ones too, but overall, it has been 
quite a bit of work to obtain articles on a 
regular basis.   
 
Where I have fallen short as a technical 
person, is that many of the articles 
solicited from various people (DFO and 
First Nations alike) have tilted the scales 
towards technical articles.  In my own 
defense, however, they have been 
important and of relevance to the 
watershed.   
 
I want to make it clear to the readership 
that the Watershed Talk is an open forum 
for fisheries discussions, and I would 
greatly appreciate articles from the 
communities that are not necessarily 
technical.  I would love to hear (as I 
believe many people in the watershed 
would too) stories of personal fisheries 
experiences, humorous fishing tales, 
frustrations with current processes, etc.   

I look forward to receiving some new 
material!  Please send articles for review 
and submission to me at 
jasonyar@telus.net.  

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
March 30/04:  Tier One -   Further details 
to follow 
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