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Pete Nicklin was unable to give us his detailed technical update report 
this week, so the following summary has been provided by Neil Todd. 

Mike Staley convened the third 2008 sockeye in-season update at 4:00 
pm on Thursday July 24 2008 via teleconference call.  
Test Fisheries
Test fi sheries in Area 20 are holding quite steady with good daily 
catches.  Even if the Area 20 catch falls a bit, the corresponding 
fi sheries on the American side do not.  Generally speaking, numbers 
passing through the Mission hydroacoustic station are at least matching 
the corresponding test fi shery catches in the marine areas and on some 
days are exceeding them.
The Area 12/13 test fi sheries are still experiencing very low catches, 
indicating that the majority of sockeye are still migrating down the 
outside and coming in through Area 20.
Early Summer Run sockeye
Abundances have been building and it is looking like the Early 
Summer Runs are going to meet or exceed the pre-season forecast 
(50% probability level) of 349,000.  As of yesterday, the PSC is 
estimating that there may be a total of 265,000 accounted for (catch 
plus escapement into the Fraser), and another 120,000 on their way 
from Area 20.  Some of the model runs are predicting an eventual in-
season estimate of around 500,000.  However, a reliable in-season run 
size estimate is still a few days away.
Summer Run sockeye
It is still too soon for having a good idea about how this run timing 
group is doing.  However, in general the numbers are starting to show 

up pretty close to the pre-season forecasts, assuming they are migrating 
more closely to their average timing than did the Early Stuart or Early 
Summer Runs.
There are two factors that are causing a bit of uncertainty at this time:
1. Chilko sockeye, which are supposed to be the bulk of the Summer 
Run fi sh this year, are a little bit behind in expected numbers as of this 
date;
2. The proportion of 5 year old fi sh in the Summer Run group is still 
higher than anticipated for this date.
What these factors can mean in relation to Summer Run abundances is 
not yet clear; every additional day of test fi shing will help to shed more 
light on just how this run timing group of stocks is going to show up.
Fisheries
Based on the strength of the Early Summer Runs, and the building 
numbers of Summer Runs (with expectations of seeing them return at 
the 50% probability level), fi sheries are planned for:
1. U.S. non-native commercial (right away)
2. Canada commercial – gill net, seine, and troll (starting this 
weekend)
3. Canada sport (starting this weekend)
4. First Nations rights based fi sheries (open and ongoing for 2-7 days 
per week depending on location in the river).
Environmental Conditions
Fraser River conditions are reasonable; fl ows are near normal for this 
time of the year.  Temperatures are still moderate. 
 The next update conference call will take place Thursday, July 
31 at 4:00 p.m. 

Sockeye In-Season Update - By Neil Todd

The Fraser Panel of the Pacifi c Salmon Commission is responsible for 
the in-season management of Fraser sockeye salmon fi sheries in Panel 
waters.
 The Panel is made up of U.S. and Canadian representatives.  
Its decision-making functions are supported by a technical committee 
made up of technical staff from the Pacifi c Salmon Commission, the 
U.S., and Canada.  When the Panel meets bi-laterally (both U.S. and 
Canada present), the meetings are open to the public.
 Most of the Panel’s in-season meetings are held by 
teleconference.  This year, for the fi rst time ever, arrangements have 
been made for First Nations with an interest in Fraser sockeye to 
listen to the Panel meetings.  A special teleconference line and call-in 

numbers have been established to allow people to dial in and listen to 
the Panel’s information updates and deliberations/decisions.  If either 
side of the Panel wishes to caucus, the public portion of the call is 
suspended and then is resumed when the Panel re-convenes bi-laterally.  
The Panel meeting notices and call in numbers are distributed by the 
FRAFS Communications Coordinator.
 A number of us have taken advantage of the opportunity to 
listen to a couple of the recent meetings.  Listening to the updates 
and discussions gives a fresher perspective on the complexity of the 
information being dealt with, and the speed with which the information 
changes on a daily basis.  DFO and Salmon Commission staff are to be 
commended for making this opportunity possible this year.

Fraser Panel Teleconference Meetings – history is made - By Neil Todd

FIRST NATIONS IN-SEASON TECHNICAL CONFERENCE CALLS
Unless otherwise noted, the 2008 First Nations In-season technical 

conference calls will be at 4PM every Thursday until mid-September.
Toll Free: 1-877-385-4099 • Vancouver Local: 604-899-2339 • Participant Access Code: 3196930#


