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At the December FWJTC meeting in Richmond, it became clear that a special chinook meeting would be needed in January 
following the release of DFO’s chinook post-season review. This meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 28 at the Best 
Western Richmond Inn and Convention Centre. A draft agenda and meeting materials will be distributed soon via email. 
 This will be a one day meeting devoted specifi cally to chinook. The Department of Fisheries and Oceans will be presenting 
its detailed post-season review of chinook management in 2008. This meeting will be an opportunity for the FWJTC attendees 
to examine and discuss the management decisions and strategies adopted by DFO in 2008, and the results (both positive and 
negative) of those decisions and strategies. A positive outcome from the meeting is expected to be a list of “lessons learned” and 
recommendations for management of chinook in 2009.

Fraser Watershed Joint Technical Committee - Special Chinook Meeting

Last year DFO invited First Nations from the Fraser watershed 
and Vancouver Island approach areas to a series of meetings to 
discuss issues associated with limited harvest opportunities due 
to expected extremely low returns of salmon to the Fraser River. 
Four meetings were held that resulted in a number of changes to 
the management of fi sheries that were useful for First Nations, 
and contributed to more responsive decision-making within 
DFO in the 2008 fi shing season.
 At the last meeting, June 5th, 2008 in Richmond, First 
Nations participants requested that DFO continue to work 
with them to build on the process. DFO agreed and an Interim 
working group was formed to assist with planning.
 In recent months a conference call and two meetings 
were held with this working group. DFO and Interim Working 
Group participants have agreed to continue working together 
to assist in planning for the 2009 fi shing season and to build 
on the progress made last years. The Interim working group 
name was updated for clarity and is now called the “Interim 
Fraser River and Approach Working Group (I-FRAWG).” As 
well, a decision was made to call watershed and approach area 
meetings the “Forum on Conservation and Harvest Planning for 
Fraser Salmon” or in short “The Forum.” 
 Three meetings of the Forum on Conservation and 
Harvest Planning for Fraser Salmon are scheduled so far:
• January 29 & 30 2009  at the  Best Western in Richmond
  7551 Westminster Highway, Richmond  (Elmbridge Room)
  Start times: both days - 9:00am
  (First Nations meeting may continue into evening of Jan 29th)
• March 10 & 11 2009 in Nanaimo (specifi c location to be  
  determined)
• April 7 & 8 2009,  in Lower Mainland (tentative)
 Meetings will be facilitated by Paul Kariya with the fi rst 
day for First Nations only, and the second day will include both 
First Nations and DFO (similar to the format last year).

 The I-FRAWG encourages First Nations participation 
at the three 2009 Fraser salmon fi sheries management planning 
sessions noted above. First Nations and DFO are working together 
to build a mutually agreeable collaborative process that may lead 
to a management and decision making structure acceptable to 
First Nations and DFO. An agenda will be forwarded separately 
the Fraser River Aboriginal Fisheries Secretariat’s “Watershed 
Talk.”

Sincerely yours,

Marcel Shepert
Chair, I-FRAWG

Cc: I-FRAWG Participants
 First Nations Fisheries Council
 DFO Staff:  Diana Trager, Gord McEachen, Paul Ryall,  
 Jeff Grout
 I-FRAWG and FRAFS Technical Support 

FOOTNOTE:
Interim Fraser River & Approach Working Group  (I-FRAWG) 
Participants: Marcel Shepert (Upper Fraser, Chair of I-FRAWG); 
Gordon Sterrit (Northern Secwepemc); Chief Saul Terry 
(Intertribal Treaty); Pat Mathew/Murray Ross (Secwepemc 
Fisheries Commission); Chris Cook, (Namgis First Nation); 
Howie Wright (FNFC and Okanagan Fisheries Alliance); Tony 
Roberts Jr. (Atlegay Fisheries and  Campbell River First Nation); 
Jeff Thomas (Snuneymuxw)
Barry Rosenberger, Barry Huber and Les Jantz (DFO Kamloops); 
Adrian Wall and Jordan Point (DFO Lower Fraser); Gordon 
Curry (DFO Naniamo)
Please note: The I-FRAWG group is separate from FRAFS, and 
FRAFS is assisting with communications only. 

Conservation and Harvest Planning Forum on Fraser Salmon 
(Formerly the Watershed-wide/Marine meetings initiated last year)


