) WATERSHED TALK

NEWSLETTER

Produced by the Fraser River Aboriginal Fisheries Secretariat

August30, 2013 Volume X, bsuel0

Ct S W unet kwe | then did a modernization of a pit cook with

To Dry Fish variety of root vegetables and salmon. Pat

Matthew and Therese made two big pots of fish

head soup, which Bvegong ust c .
enoyed the Asoup
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Thanks to Tina Donald, Simpcw First Nation
For more photosclick: First Fish at Simpcw
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salmon and swings?

Simpcw youth gffing sockeye
on the Raft River

Simpcw First Nationbs 9t
Ceremony was held two days agdta Raft

River Viewing Platform/Clearwater DFO office.

We had just under 200 people attend our
celebration.

My daughters, Rachael & Tiffany, took some of
our younger people out and showed them how to
gaff sockeye salmon. They speared about eight
sockeye. Foa few of the youth it was their first
time fishing in this manner.

Seethe story at: Drying Tree
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https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.166059063583680.1073741848.150376608485259&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.166036130252640.1073741847.150376608485259&type=1

General

Fraser Salmoin-seasonUpdate

The information in this update summarizes the information from:

1 FRAFS Augus®9th Thursdy in-season teleconference call;
1 Fraser River Panel information distributiAngustZg‘“; and
9 Albion Chinook test fishery graphs from the DFO website.
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Note that the Thursday dseason updates (presented by Mike Staley) will continue weekly throughout the
sockeye season.

Daily

Fraser Chinook Albion Test Fishery

(Graphs from DFO website: Albion Chinook Test Fishery)
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MNote: In 2013, the Albion test fishery did not begin until April 21. The historical average CPUE data has not been calibrated to

remove calch from the April 1 to April 20 period
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Cumulative

Albion Cumulative Chinook CPUE compared to
Historical Average Cumulative CPUE
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Note: In 2013, the Albion test fishery did not begin until April 21. The hisiorical awerage cumulalive CPUE data has not been
calibrated to remove catch from the Apnl 1 to April 20 period

Water Conditions

Fraser River idcharge and temperature information is updated and distributed by the Pabificn Sa
Commission. Thgraphsn this sectioraretaken directly from that update.

CurrentFrase River temperatures at Hope are abaverage for this time of yedsut have dropped rapidly

from the recordtemperatures observed earlier in AugusCurrent temperatures ateelow the Upper
Temperature ranges for Early Summer and Summer sockeye, but above the Upper Temperature range for
Lates Water discharge in theré&sercontinues to trackelowaveragedr this time of year The overallhigh

Fraser temperaturés Augusthave resulted in a very high Management Adjustment for Summer sockeye,
which was previouslydopted by the Fraser Panel (2.48he inseason pMA for Lates is 0.91, an increase

from the preseason pMA of 0.67.
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Fraser River Temperature at Qualark
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Figure 1. This graph shows the Fraser River temperatures at Qualark Creek (Lower Fraser). The
line with the solid green circles shows the 2013 observed temperatures. The unfilled green circle
portion of the line shows the forecast temperatures. The current temperature (Aug 28") is
approximately 18.6 degrees Celsius. The current temperature is above average by 1.8 degrees,
and has remained below the record temperatures observed earlier in August. The vertical lines
connected by circles show the Optimal and Upper temperature range of the sockeye aggregates.
Current temperatures are below the Upper Temperature range for Early Summer and Summer
sockeye but are still above the Upper Temperature range for Late sockeye.

Fraser River Discharge at Hope
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Figure 2: This graph shows the 2013 Fraser River discharge at Hope. The line with the solid
green circles is the 2013 observed discharge values, and the forecast discharge shows as unfilled
green circles. Fraser River discharge is below average for this time of year. The August 28"
discharge was 2413 m®/sec (approximately 15% lower than average for the date).
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Fraser Sockeye

Summer and Late sockeye are dominating dbekeyemarine test fishery catches. Early Summers are
finishing the marine portion of theneturn migration and comprise only a vesyall part of therecent
marine test fisherieég Johnstone Straénd Juan @ Fuca

The Summer run sockeye continue to show in marine test fisheries, and are showing later timing than
expected prseason(7 days later) but remain at lower abundance than-ggason exgctations. Late
sockeye are now estimated to have a timing 3 days later than expeesedgua.

An estimatedb12,30 Early Summers,1,829,D0 Summersand 254,30 Lateshavebeen estimated through
theMission hydroaoustics station to daté(gust28").

Early Summer sockeye are now at accounted rwto-date of 544,80, which continues to climb from the
pre-season expectation of 253,000he adopted irseason run sizés 550,000.

Sunmmer Run sockeyeontinue to show some strength in marine test fishémainly Chilko), but are on the
decline Theadoptedn-seasorBummer aggregagstimates 2.4 million based on August “L€@iming.

Current information indicates the Late Run sockeye are returning lower thaepgsen expectations (P50
forecast),and the Fraser Panel adopted ans@#ason run size estimate of 500,008irkenhead and
Weaver/Cultus appear to be returning lower thanspason expectatien while Late Shuswap/Portage
continue to be estimated at abundances hitjizer preseason expectations.

Fraser Pinks

The Fraser pink salmon return looks much stronger thassgason expectationsThe inseason run size
estimate forFraser Pinks was increased to 16 million at the AuguSt R@ser River Panel meeting,
compared to a preeason forecast of approximately 8.9 milliand up from the previous-Beason estimate

of 10 million. However,with such a strong pink salmon return, sockeye conservation concerns pose
management challenges in trying aocess the abundant pink salmon while limiting impacts to Fraser
sockeye in the mix.

The next scheduled Fraser RivenBlameeting i§uesday Septembef’3
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Fraser Sockeye & Pink Test Fishery Summary, and escapement summary

(Provided by Pacific Salmon Commission)
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Area 12 Blinkhorn Purse Seine Test Fishery - TOTAL Pink salmon Catch[Set
s Historic Sverage (Odd years)
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Figure 3: Pacific Salmon Commission 2013 test fisheries summary (to Aug 28™).
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2013 Fraser Summer Sockeye and Pink Run Status
(provided by Pacific Salmon Commission)
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Figure 4. Fraser Summer Sockeye and Pink Run Status compared to pre-season expectations.
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Fraser Sockeye Area 20 sockeye passage Graphs
(Provided by Pacific Salmon Commission)
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Fraser Sockeye Area 20 sockeye passage Graphs (Provided by Pacific Salmon Commission

Figure 5: These graphs show the current (Aug 22"%) information for the 2013 Fraser, Early

Summer, Summer and Late sockeye migration.

For more information contact Pete Nicklin by email: pnicklin@telus.net
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FRAFS First Nations In-Season Technical Conference Calls

Thursdays at 4PM unless otherwise noted
Hosted by FRAFS Biologist Mike Staley
Dial in numbers:

Toll-free: 1-866-512-0904
Passcode/conference number: 4954972#
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General Information

With Chinook and sockeye approaching and in the Fraser, these links may be of interest:
Albion Test Fishery — Chinook Gill Net:

http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/fraser/docs/commercial/albionchinook-quinnat-eng.htm

Pacific Salmon Commission Website:
WWW.PSC.0rg
Fraser River Fisheries Information:

http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/fraser/index-eng.htm

Pacific Salmon Commission Test Fisheries:

http://www.psc.org/info testfishing.htm

Pacific Salmon Commission News and Regulatory announcements:

http://www.psc.org/news frpnews.htm

Fraser River Mission Escapement Reports:

http://www.psc.org/info _inseasonfraserescapement.htm

Fraser River Environmental Watch Reports:

http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/science/habitat/frw-rfo/index-eng.html
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