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FRASER SALMON UPDATE

By Pete Nicklin, Assistant Stock Management
Coordinator

General Info

Fraser chinook have been in the river for a couple of
months, and now the first of the sockeye are also en-
route.  That means we are officially “in-season” on the
sockeye front, and everyone is anxious to see what the
return is shaping up to be.  Here is the latest info for
both of these species.

Water conditions in the Fraser are low (discharge) and
warm (not record warm, but not too far off 1998 and
2004).  However, some of the temperatures in the
Upper Fraser are pretty alarming, particularly the Stuart
River, which has had daily mean temperatures over 21
degrees Celsius.
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This graph shows the 2006 discharge (flow) at Qualark
(Lower Fraser) compared to other years (the line with
diamonds)

Fraser Temperature Stations
Daily Mean Temperature
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The top line on this graph is the temperature for the
Stuart River.

Qualark Temperature
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The line with the diamonds shows the temperatures at
Qualark for 2006.  The big dashed line is the mean
temperature from 1942 to 2005.

Fraser Chinook

Based on the Albion Test Fishery in the Lower Fraser, it
looks like the chinook return, at least the early portion, is
returning far below the 1981-2005 average.  In fact, if
you took the 2005 Albion graph and put it over top of the
2006 graph, the cumulative indices look almost
identical.  And the 2005 chinook escapements (for the
most part) were not very strong.
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The cumulative test fishery catch for 2006 is the bottom
line in this graph.  The top line is the average from 1981
to 2005.

Fraser Sockeye

Fraser sockeye migrate down the west coast and
around the southern tip (Strait of Juan de Fuca) of
Vancouver Island and through Johnstone Strait
(between Vancouver Island and the BC mainland).  The
diversion rate for sockeye is modeled to be at 67% for
Johnstone Strait and 33% for Juan de Fuca.  This
means that we expect more than half the Fraser
sockeye to migrate through Johnstone Strait on their
way to the Fraser River.

Conservation measures are in effect for the Early Stuart
sockeye run, and only two test fisheries are in
operation, one Area 20 gillnet and the Whonnock gillnet.

The test fishery in Area 20 (Juan de Fuca) commenced
on June 20th.  A total of 1258 sockeye (including 1 jack)
have been caught in the test fishery since it opened.
The Whonnock Sockeye gillnet test fishery opened on
June 20th as well, and 27 sockeye have been picked up
in that fishery.  The chinook catches in the Whonnock
fishery have been fairly steady, but seals are actively
picking fish off the net, so the results are not as
accurate as they could be.

The Early Stuart 50% probability (the actual return of
sockeye has a 50% chance of being greater than the
forecast abundance) forecast is for 84,000 sockeye, and
the early indications are that the run is tracking either
below the forecast or late, as evidenced by the above
graph.

The Mission hydroacoustic program is estimating that
5600 Early Stuarts and 200 Chilliwack sockeye have
passed through the split-beam and are on the way up
the river.  The 2006 information for Mission was not on
the PSC website as of July 6, but should be available
shortly.

The PSC is expected to release an in season run size
estimate for Early Stuarts late next week.

For more information contact Pete Nicklin @ (250) 392-
5888 or by email indiseaent@shaw.ca.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

With the sockeye approaching the Fraser, these links
may be of interest to many.

Upper/Mid/Lower Fraser Catch and Openings:
http://www.pac.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/fraserriver/firstnations.htm

Albion Test  Fishery (Chinook Gi l l  Net):
http://www.pac.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/fraserriver/commercial/commercialalbionchnk
_e.htm

Pacif ic Salmon Commission Test  Fisheries:
http://www.psc.org/info_testfishing_summaries.htm

Fraser River Mission Escapement Reports:
http://www.psc.org/info_inseasonfraserescapement.htm

Snow Survey Bulletin – Water Supply Outlook for BC:
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/rfc/river_forecast/bulletin.htm

Fraser River Environmental Watch Program:
http://www-sci.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fwh/index_e.htm

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Employment Opportunity
Habitat Biologist & Mentor

 (Prince George, BC)

The Upper Fraser Fisheries Conservation Alliance (UFFCA) is a non-

profit society, based out of Prince George, BC, working on behalf of First

Nations and the fisheries resources of the Upper Fraser watershed.

The UFFCA is seeking the services of a contractor to lead this project.

The position’s primary focus is on capacity transfer to First Nations

candidates/trainees working along side the habitat biologist.  Candidate

must have the ability to work closely with others including: Habitat

trainees, First Nations bands and Tribal Councils, DFO, and other

government regulatory agencies. Superior written and oral communication

skills are required, as well as knowledge of the Species at Risk Act, Wild

Salmon Policy, and other environmental regulations beneficial.

QUALIFICATIONS:

• Preferred candidates will have a degree in biology, fisheries,

ecology, or other closely related field (MSc preferred, BSc with

extensive experience may also qualify).

• Knowledgeable of Upper Fraser First Nations and fisheries issues

• Knowledge endangered/threatened species/issues as they relate to

fisheries

• Knowledge of the federal Species at Risk Act

• Skills in effective verbal and written communication

• The ability to work in a mentors role

• Skills in using personal computers with knowledge of MS Office

SALARY: The position is based on 10-15 days per month (part-time) with

a salary range of $40,000 - $50,000 per year depending on experience.

Applications (with cover letter) should be sent to your:

Upper Fraser Fisheries Conservation Alliance

1041 Whenun Rd.

Prince George, BC

V2K 5X8

Application deadline is July 14, 2006, applications can emailed  to

briantoth@shaw.ca, or indiseaent@shaw.ca


